
                                

                                

                                

                       

                                                     
                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

TechTime
s 

Save yourself travel 
time and money by 
using telemedicine.  
Very simply, telemed-
icine is long distance 
medical care. It allows 
you (the patient) to be 
at your medical ap-
pointment without 
traveling to your 
sǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  
Using video tech-
nology, you will be able 
to see and hear your 
doctor or other health  

care provider. Your  doc- 

tor or other health care 
provider can do more 
than see and hear you. 
Patient exam cameras, 
electronic stethoscopes, 
and other telemedicine 
equipment help your 
health care provider 
assess your needs.  
Ask your health care 
provider if telemedicine 
is right for you. Your 
telemedicine appoint-
ment will take place at a  
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on the name of any site on the map for local information. 

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2 Page 4 

Telehealth is commonly used as a broad definition of remote healthcare that 
involves multiple uses. Below is a diagram of telehealth and the multiple uses 
that are available in the Upper Peninsula Telehealth Network. 

  

 

 

 UPTN  STATISTICS 

IN THIS ISSUE  

 The Upper Peninsula 

Telehealth Network is 

the most extensive 

telemedicine network in 

Michigan. It supports 

over 46 sites across the 

U.P., serving patients in 

almost every county. 

The statistics on the left 

show 2008 clinical 

services in each 

specialty with 1,049 

consults completed. The 

services increased 

patient access to medical 

care; enhanced clinical 

outcomes; while control-

ling costs. 

TELEHEALTH                           
(videoconferencing) 

 

Telemedicine- 

Clinical 

consults 

Medical Case 

Conferences 

Administrative 

Meetings 

Support 

Groups 

Professional & 

Community 

Education 

Family Visits/ 

Bonding 
Community 

Rental 

For local site use. 

hospital or clinic near you 
(see back page).          
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ-
ing down a lonely U.P. 
road.                            
Check out telemedicine in 
your area. 



 

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                                

                   

having difficulty 

accessing the pro-

graming,  contact 

Kathleen Stuart in 

Media Services at 906-

225-6917. 

 

Monica Kohn of 

LôAnse can travel only 

four miles to Baraga 

County Memorial   

Hospital instead of 68 

miles to Marquette to 

have her six month 

post-operative check-

up. This is accom-

plished with the use of 

interactive technology. 

She and Dr English are 

face-to-face and able 

to see and speak with 

each other in real time. 

ñIt is essential for 

patients to be follow- 

ed closely after having 

bariatric surgery,ò says 

Dr. English. ñMonica 

can remain in her local 

community and inter-

act with me using the 

telehealth system. 

Monica says, ñThe 

only preparation I 

needed was to submit 

my lab slip. Right 

before the appointment 

I met with Bonnie 

Cotter, RN, at Baraga 

County Memorial Hos-

pital and she told me 

what to expect at my 

visit with Dr. English.ò 

Dr. English says that 

the recent designation 

of the Marquette Gen- 

What is 

MGHSonDemand?    

It is web based 

medical education 

presentations, patient 

health related 

information and 

training inservices for 

viewing by the public, 

MGHS staff and 

members of the Upper 

Peninsula Health Care 

Network (UPHCN).  

To get to the website, 

type in:  

https://mghsondemand.

mgh.org in the address              

box on your internet 

browser. Once you 

get to the onDemand 

page, you will find 

the User Login box. 

Click on ñregister a 

new accountò and 

follow the prompts. If 

you are an MGHS 

employee, log in 

using your network 

ID and password to 

view presentations. 

UPHCN members 

wanting to create a 

presentation, post a 

video, or if you are  
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eral Surgical Weight 

Loss Center being 

named a Bariatric Sur-

gery Center of Ex-

cellence requires fre-

quent monitoring of 

patients and telehealth 

provides the means to 

accomplish this in our 

region.  

For more information 

about clinic telehealth, 

contact your local 

hospital or visit the 

telehealth website at: 

www.mgh.org/telehealth

/index.html. 

CLINICAL UPDATE ð BARIATRICS   

ON THE NATIONAL SCENE  - HEALTH CARE REFORM AND TELEHEALTH 

Health care reform has the potential to impact telehealth. The following are components of pending bills 

in legislation. 

¶ Expansion of renal dialysis units as originating sites (beyond hospital based units) 

¶ Creation of a CME/Telehealth Advisory Council 

¶ Telemedicine credentialing clarification (CMS or The Joint Commission) 

For more information, visit: www.telehealthlawcenter.org and 
www.americantelemed.org/files/public/policy/2009%20Federal%20Priorities.pdf 

 

  

 

EDUCATION UPDATE ð MGHS OnDemand  

STAFF  SPOTLIGHT ð KATHLEEN  STUART 

 

Dr. Wayne English, bariatric 

surgeon, does follow-up with 

patient, Monica Kohn, using 

telehealth technology 

Innovative, proactive, 

creative, involved, 

engaged telehealth staff 

Self sustaining 

post grant 

funding 

Most active 

telemedicine (clinical 

application) network 

in Michigan 

Close relationships 

with all regional 

network members 

Close relationships with 

Congressional 

delegations with 

support for telehealth 

Diversity: Clinical telemedicine, 

distance education, 

administrative meetings, 

community education, 

community support groups, 

family bonding/visits, community 

rentals Statewide and nationally 

recognized telehealth 

network 

People in the 

network are 

phenomenal 

Philosophy of creating 

independence with users 

ð provide regional 

resource for telehealth 

services 

Kathleen Stuart  is the 

Manager of the Tele-

health/Media Services 

at MGHS. She graduat-

ed from MSU with a 

master's degree in Com-

munications in 1997 

and a baccalaureate 

degree in Telecommun-

ications in 1985. With 

25 years of experience, 

she is the lead project 

coordinator for video 

on demand streaming/ 

 

web casting  called 

MGHSonDemand, 

https://mghsondemand.

mgh.org. Kathleen is 

primary system ad-

ministrator for multi-

media technology at 

MGHS and enjoys 

producing educational 

videos. You can con-

tact her at 225-6917 

or via the Education 

Dept. at 225-3470 

with questions about 

multimedia produc-

tions for MGHS.   
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