






I was born and raised in Marquette, 

graduated from Marquette Senior High 

School in 1975 and then attended Northern 

Michigan University. I graduated from the 

University of Minnesota Department of 

Mortuary Science in 1979.

I became interested in funeral service at 

the age of 12 when a childhood friend of 

mine, the same age, succumbed to a brain 

tumor. It was my fi rst experience attending 

the funeral of someone my own age. I was 

positively affected by the care and gentle 

nature of the funeral director who assisted 

my friend’s parents and siblings. A year 

later, while in the eighth grade, I decided on 

funeral service as a vocation. At 15, I began 

working for a funeral home in Marquette.

I have owned and operated the Canale-

Tonella Funeral Home 

in Marquette since 1986 

and the Gwinn Funeral 

Home in Gwinn since 

2000. I’m engaged in the 

day-to-day operations of 

these facilities. We’re on call, 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week, 365 days a year.

A typical day might include all of the 

following: transferring someone’s loved one 

into our care; embalming; making funeral 

arrangements with a family; conducting a 

funeral; visiting with families long after we 

have served them to see they’re adjusting 

to their loss; meeting with vendors; and 

meeting with individuals to plan for their 

own eventual funerals. 

Marquette General Hospital and its 

tremendous family of employees have 

always held a special place in my heart.  In 

my work as a funeral director, I’m often 

interacting with employees of Marquette 

General, and I consistently fi nd them to 

be some of the most professional people I 

have ever known. They all seem to have the 

best interests of Marquette General and the 

community in mind.  

For these reasons, when I was asked if 

I would serve on the Marquette General 

Foundation Board of Directors, I said, ‘Yes,’ 

with little hesitation. I believe the future 

of Marquette General is a bright one, but 

it takes “many caring hands” to pull it all 

together. If everyone’s goal is the same, then 

anything we set our mind to will come to 

fruition. 
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