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Many of us have been blessed to hear the stories of grateful
patients and families, many of whom have been touched in some way
or another by the compassionate care they received at MGHS.

Perhaps it was a simple thank you or a hand shake. Maybe it
was a card of appreciation. Acts of appreciation come in many forms.
Its certainly a rewarding feeling for our highly-trained healthcare
professionals to know they were there when patients and families
needed them the most.

Now, grateful patients and families have an opportunity to express
their gratitude by considering a gift(s) to the Marquette General
Foundation.

¢ my surength © (€ The Foundation is proud to unveil the
““(;‘;::,?,k MSNEEA  Grateful Patients and Families Program.
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ol The Program provides an opportunity

for patients, families and friends to say,
thank you, to the people who were there
when they were needed the most  their
physicians, nurses, therapists and other

members of the MGHS healthcare
team who have made a memorable
contribution to their patients
health and well-being.
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Catherine Brzezinski holds a special place in the heart of Dr.
Joe Brzezinski, a pediatrician at Pediatric Specialists and on staff at
Marquette General Health System.

Catherine is Joes mom.

When she needed to undergo sinus surgery this past summer,
Dr. Brzezinski insisted his mother see the nest physicians and
receive the best medical care in the state. So, he encouraged her to
make a seven-hour trip to Marquette General. She lives downstate
in Kingston, and | could have sent her to other centers, Dr.
Brzezinski explains. Yet, personally and professionally, the care
here is as good if not better than any of those institutions.

The quality of care afforded his 70-year-old mother was so
superb that Dr. Brzezinski offered inaugural gifts to the newly
launched Grateful Patients and Families Program, an initiative of
the Marquette General Foundation.

Dr. Brzezinski has gifted $750 to the Respiratory Care
Department at MGHS to honor otolaryngologist Dr. David
Heichel, anesthesiologist Dr. Matthew Supron and respiratory
therapist/shift supervisor Godfrey Heitmeier.

Dr. Heichel was very understanding of my mothers condition

1

and took exceptional care of her,
Dr. Brzezinski said. \We were very
impressed with the outcome.

Dr. Supron and Heitmeier played
equally important roles in Catherines
stay at MGHS.

My mother has a complex medical

Catherine Brzezinski and

situation with severe asthma, and Dr. ey e T G S

Supron did a nice job with his technical

ability with anesthesia, he said. Godfrey was very reassuring to
my mother during her treatments. He did a lot to help relieve her
anxiety.

Dr. Brzezinski said hes happy to contribute to the Grateful
Patients and Families Program. When | rst heard about this
program, he said, my rst reaction was that | could give these
specialists a gift certi cate to eat somewhere. But, | think they will
be far more appreciative of this recognition and funds dedicated.

For more information on the Grateful Patients and Families
Program, please visit our Web site at www.mgh.org/foundation or
call 906-225-6914/1-866-906-6914 (toll free).
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Longtime Board Member and
His Wife Happy to Give to MGHS
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We develop resources and build enduring partnerships

resulting in life-saving advancements and improved health

for the people of the Upper Peninsula.
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One method of direct gifting involves either the gift of
an existing life insurance policy or the gift of a new policy.
Life insurance provides great leverage because the ultimate
tax-free bene t payable to the charity is far greater than the
donors contributions. Depending on the age of the donor,
the ultimate gift to the charity can be four to ve times
larger than the total cash contributions. The tax bene ts of
direct gifts of life insurance are only available if the entire
interest in the policy is transferred. For example, the donor
cannot retain the right to name or change bene ciaries.

The mechanics of such life insurance donations are
straightforward. When gifting an existing policy that is
no longer needed by an individual for family protection
or which has been earmarked for a charitable gift, the
owner and bene ciary designations are changed to name
the charity. The donor is then entitled to an income tax
deduction in the year of transfer equal to the lesser of the
total premiums paid or the fair market value of the policy.
The fair market value is the cash value or terminal reserve
of the policy plus any unearned premium and outstanding
dividend credits or the fair market value as determined by
IRS regulations. Your insurance agent or the company can
readily supply this information.

Thereafter, any future contributions transferred to the
charity for any further premium payments would be income
tax deductible to the donor. If the policy is paid up with no
further premiums due, the fair market value would be the
replacement cost of a comparable single premium policy.

A typical donor can range from young married couples to
retirees who desire to leave a legacy to the charity while
obtaining substantial tax deductions and realizing a reduction
of the estate assets which may be subject to estate taxes.

When gifting a new policy, the donor applies for the
policy as the applicant, but names the charity as the owner
and bene ciary. The donor gives an amount equal to the
premium to the charity annually or can gift a single lump
sum to purchase a single premium policy. The donor can
then take a charitable income tax deduction for the premium
contribution subject to certain limits of the donors adjusted
gross income. It is important to note that premiums paid
directly to the insurance company may be limited to the
lower income limitations. Any deductible amount in excess
of the income limitation can be carried ahead for ve years.

Donors should consult with Planned Giving/Major Gifts
Manager Jim LaJoie (jlajoie@mgh.org) in the Marquette
General Foundation of ce to further discuss this type of gift.
Jim can also be reached at 906-225-3431.
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available on many units across our
campus and outlying clinics. A
series of posters are placed across
our system, drawing the attention

of our patients and families

regarding our commitment to this
exciting program.

Gifts to the Marquette about the patient and/or family members and channel funds donated by grateful
General Foundation will help our health designation of them via a letter and posting  patients, families and friends to the areas of
system address a number of fund-raising on the Marquette General Foundation Web  greatest need or people, units and facilities
needs, including purchasing cutting-edge site (www.mgh.org/foundation). that made a difference to them while they
equipment, providing continuing education We have learned from best practice received care at Marquette General.
for nurses and other high-priority needs. research that positive feelings among We re excited about this program,
The decision as to where to direct funds healthcare providers increase as they are and sincerely hope that our patients and
is up to the donor, making this program chosen. Funds raised have included gifts families embrace this initiative and spread
unique and valuable to grateful patients and  of all ranges, including major gifts of the good word.
their families. $25,000 or more. For more information, feel free to

Upon receipt of these gifts, the The Grateful Patients and Families contact the Foundation of ce at 906-225-

healthcare provider will receive recognition Program will honor healthcare professionals 6914 or toll free at 866-906-6914.
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